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of the Adil Shahi dynasty, which rose on the fall of the Bahmani
Kingdom of Gulbarga in 1489. This dynasty ruled a vast area now
comprised in the districts of Sholapur, Bijapur, Dharwar and Bel-
gaum, and parts of adjoining territory for well-nigh two hundred
years from 1489 to 1686 A.D. Its kings have left amazing proof of
their zeal, almost amounting to passion, for architectural edifices of
every variety and purpose at Bijapur and its suburbs, where 109
buildings of that period, comprising mosques, tombs, pavilions,
pleasure retreats, palaces and reservoirs, are now receiving constant
conservation treatment under statutory protection. In style the
Islamic remains at Bijapur show very much less influence of
indigenous traditions of the builder's craft than is discernible in the
monuments of Ahmadabad. The feature in these Bijapur edifices
that at once announces their exotic inspiration is the dome. Unlike
the domes of Ahmadabad, the Bijapur dome rises abruptly from
the general floor level to a height greater than its diameter, so that
the interior is lost in its own gloom. In contrast with domes of this
weird formation, the minarets at Bijapur are gracefully slender and
tall. They, however, lack that internal arrangemejit for spiral stair-
cases which is characteristic of the minar at Ahmadabad. Another
peculiarity of Bijapur craft is seen in the arch. The usual Bijapur
arch is two-centred, its curves rising to meet one another so as to
form a tangent at the crown.

The only Islamic building of pre-Adil Shahi times at Bijapur,
and therefore unlike the style that has come to be associated with
the monuments of that dynasty, is the Mosque of Malik-Karim-ud-
Din, erected in 1320. Karim-ud-Din was either a son or brother of
Malik Kafur, the famous General of Ala-ud-Din KhaljL Built on
the site of a group of old Hindu temples, every inch of this mosque
is made up of the materials taken from those temples. It is perhaps
more correct to say that the mosque is a living example of an